City University of New York (CUNY)

CUNY Academic Works
Publications and Research

Bronx Community College

2019

The CUNY Dominican Studies Institute Library: Bringing the
Community to the Academic Library
Nelson Santana
CUNY Bronx Community College

Sarah Aponte
CUNY City College

How does access to this work benefit you? Let us know!
More information about this work at: https://academicworks.cuny.edu/bx_pubs/105
Discover additional works at: https://academicworks.cuny.edu
This work is made publicly available by the City University of New York (CUNY).
Contact: AcademicWorks@cuny.edu

LatinAmerican
CollectionConcepts
Essayson Libraries, Collaborations
and New Approaches
Edited by
GAYLE ANN WILLIAMS and
JANA LEE KRENTZ

McFarland &. Company, Inc., Publishers
fefferson, North Carolina

The CUNY Dominican Studies
Institute Library
Bringing the Community
to the Academic Library
SARAH APONTE

and NELSON

SANTANA

Documenting Latino/Hispanic Immigrants
Through U.S. Repositories
Formal repositories have been established throughout New York City to document
the experience of the Latino/Hispanic population. Since the 1970s, some librarians and
archivists have made it a priority to identify, preserve and make available bibliographical
and archival materials of underrepresented groups to "represent better the American
experience." 1 In the 1980s, the New York State Archives changed what had been a traditional practice of exclusion and began to incorporate communities that were not adequately represented in New York's historical records. 2
It is important for individuals to have access ta repositories that contain the histories
of their people. A study conducted by Dabbour and Ballard of the Oviatt Library, housed
at California State University, found that Latino students used the physical library more
than their white counterparts.l The study also found that, when compared to white students, Latino students consulted archival or rare book materials with lesser frequency
than white students.◄ It is important for users to know about the resources that are available to them, but most important is the ability to have access to the material.
The legacy of Latino/Hispanic population in New York City is housed in multiple
research units within the City University of New York (CUNY), which is the largest urban
public institution of higher learning in the United States, and in terms of ethnicity, one
of the most diverse in the world. CUNY is comprised of twenty-four institutions including
eleven senior colleges and seven community colleges. Each institution is located in one
of New York City's five boroughs.
Among the major Latino groups in New Yark City, Puerto Ricans and Dominicans
created the Centro de Estudios Puertorriquefios (Center for Puerto Rican Studies)
(Hunter College, CUNY) in 1973and the CUNY Dominican Studies Institute (City College) (CUNY OSI) in 1992, respectively-two institutions housed in the City University
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of New York that started as research units, afterward spawning a library and eventually
an archive. The Mexican community in the New York metropolitan area established the
CUNY Mexican Studies Institute in 2012, housed at Lehman College.
The work done by the Centro de Estudios Puertorriqueflos, the CUNY Mexican
Studies Institute, and the CUNY Dominican Studies Institute is a fundamental contribution to the understanding of the past and present of the Puerto Rican, Mexican, and
Dominican populations in the New York metropolitan area and in the United States at
large. They are an essential and vibrant part of the life of Latino communities in New
York society and within the American nation today. These institutions contribute to the
development of knowledge about the respective ethnic populations that they focus on,
as well as to the chaJlenges that such initiative faces as to its dissemination and further
development within New York academia. This knowledge is important for policymaking
purposes, for the self-awareness and preservation of identity of these communities, and
for the healthy integration and acceptance of those communities within the U.S. cultural
mosaic of the early 21st century.
A crucial component in the success of these Latino/Hispanic library/archives is the
manner in which staff engage the Latino-Hispanic community. Librarians, archivists and
staff of repositories must at all times be attentive to community needs, the concerns of
individuals, and the relationships between institutions and the community. 5 There should
always be cooperation between archives and the community and the mere transfer of
records should not mark the end of the relationship between donor and archives, but
rather the beginning. 6
Another component in documenting Latino/Hispanic groups is the perceived issue
of multiple identities. Mario Ramirez calls upon Latino/Hispanic archivists to "question
how notions as 'Latino' and/or 'Hispanic' are conceptualized" so that Latino/Hispanic
archivists "can proceed to reconsider the types of materials, events, organizations, and/or
individuals" that are brought into repositories and "designate as 'representative"' of themselves, "thereby questioning the very notion of constructing a representative body of historical material:' 7
In addition to the work done by individual repositories to preserve a culture, there
have also been collaborative efforts among these institutions. For instance, the Centro
de Estudios Puertorriquenos (Centro) has earned the respect of the U.S. Puerto Rican
community and created links with community groups including genealogical associations
and visual artists, writers and musicians. 8 The Centro has had a role in the creation of
other repositories including the New Jersey Hispanic Research and Information Center,
and served as the model for the creation of the CUNY Dominican Studies Institute. 9 In
similar fashion, the CUNY Dominican Studies Institute has served as a model for the
creation and establishment of other units housed within academic walls. A notable example is that the CUNY OSI has been regularly approached by administrators, academic
personnel and community members interested in modeling the CUNY DSI not only in
its intellectual capacity but also in its physical structure. We can mention the recently
approved Haitian Studies Institute at Brooklyn College, CUNY.
Founded in 1992, the CUNY Dominican Studies Institute is the only universitybased research entity outside the Dominican Republic fully devoted to the study, dissemination and production of knowledge about Dominicans. CUNY OSI houses the first
and only Dominican Library and Dominican Archives in the United States that collect
primary and secondary source material pertinent to Dominican studies. Through its
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Dominican Library and Dominican Archives as well as its Research Unit, CUNY DSI is
engaged in a number of projects that contribute to deepen and enhance the historical
and cultural consciousness of and about Dominicans in the United States as well as in
the country of origin.
The CUNY Dominican Studies Institute has built and continues to build relationships with community and civic leaders known as pillars of the New York Dominican
community and grassroots organizations. It highlights programs and research activities
that were designed keeping in mind its stakeholders, prioritizing the organization of
activities that are free-of-charge, programmed in the evenings, and bilingual. The
Dominican Archives and Dominican Library continue to serve as a gathering place of
the best scholarly minds interested in Latino/Dominican studies. The multipurpose facility has become an educative center for community residents, undergraduate students,
and school children, as well as an institution that promotes top notch and competitive
academic scholarship and research about the Dominican experience within the United
States, especially within New York City.

City CollegeLibrariesSystem
The City College Library System is the largest within the City University of New
York. This library system includes six libraries and an archive. The original library has
served as a federal depository since 1884,and to this day the library houses 230,000 government records. To date, the libraries hold more than 1.6 million print volumes, and
makes accessible 200,000 electronic books and 77,000 electronic journals. The mission
of the City College Library System is simple: the libraries are "committed to acquiring,
preserving and providing access to records of enduring value that document the history
of City College-the nation's first public institution of higher education and one of the
most ethnically diverse institutions in the world-and its alumni, faculty and students
throughout its history:' 10 Access is granted to members of the City College community
(students, faculty, staff, special researchers etc.)
The library attempts to complement every division within City College. According
to CCNY Chief Librarian Charles Stewart, one librarian is assigned to each discipline
and the library makes every effort to provide invaluable resources to both the students
and faculty. Among the college'smission is to produce and disseminate scholarly research,
an area in which librarians play a key role in ensuring that faculty and their students
have the necessary books, journals, and other resources to carry their research. 11
The model of reference service has changed drastically over the years and will continue to change. There once was a point in which reference was mostly delivered in
person with someone sitting at the reference desk. Currently, a growing number of users
have their questions answered through the convenience of email or chat like. The ''Ask
a Librarian" service available at the City College Cohen Library's web site. In the past,
there were moments when three to four librarians would sit at the reference desk oflarge
libraries. Today, one willusually find one librarian. Sometimes during the hectic periods
of the spring and fall semesters, a second librarian may assist users.
Librarians at City College have different ways in which they connect with faculty
and students. One way in which City College librarians connect with faculty is by networking at gatherings such as conferences, meetings, or other events. Some of the
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information literacy courses that take place begin with a simple conversation that librarians strike up with faculty in a myriad of events. The CUNY DSI Chief Librarian is part
of the City College Library's liaison system in which librarians assigned to different disciplines reach out to faculty and other types of instructors at City College. In addition
to providing library instruction to students, a way in which librarians at City College
drive traffic and also promote the library is by participating in Freshman Inquiry Writing
Seminar (FIQWS) courses, a six-credit special topic course in which freshmen enroll.
Each FIQWS class must attend two mandatory information literacy workshops in the
library during the semester that the course is held. The Dominican Library, however,
falls into a very unique space. The Dominican Studies Librarian provides instruction to
college students who enrolled in courses in the humanities such as history and Spanish.
The Dominican Library also hosts a diverse group of users ranging from kindergarten
to high school as well as graduate students, educators, and community residents interested
in learning about the resources found in the library.
The CUNY Dominican Studies Institute has a long-standing relationship with the
public school City College Academy of the Arts (CCAA). Each year, approximately eighty
students from the CCAXs sixth grade make a necessary stop at the CUNY DSI Archives
and DSI Library when visiting City College in order to learn about the resources available
to them. In addition, every year, for six consecutive Fridays, CUNY DSI faculty and staff
teach a seminar to eighth grade students. Through lectures and discussions, they study
Dominican history, folklore, race, and immigration, in the same manner as college students and professionals within academic walls. By the end of the seminar, the students
have a stronger understanding of Dominican culture and experience how college professors ask questions, conduct research, and solve problems. The seminar incorporates
primary and secondary resources from the Dominican Archives and Dominican Library.
Guest lecturers such as members of the Dominican artistic and academic community in
New York City have been invited to participate in the seminar.
When Dominican migration became a popular research topic among U.S. scholars
in the 1970s and 1980s, it became the general notion that the first major wave of Dominican emigration occurred in the 1960s, due to the death of dictator Rafael Leonidas Trujillo
in 1961.Needless to say, the first known major wave of Dominican migration occurred
between 1882 and 1924, when an estimated 5,000 Dominicans entered the United States
through Ellis Island. 12 Perhaps even more astounding is the fact that in 1613,according
to archival records in the Netherlands, a man named Juan Rodriguez-born in Santo
Domingo-became the first official immigrant resident of what today is known as New
York.13

The Creation of the Dominican Research Library
Prior to the creation of the CUNY DSI Library, students, educators, scholars, and
others in and outside the university were unable to access free and accessible information
on Dominican issues even in the Latino reference sections of existing libraries. Dominican
reference sources in CUNY libraries and other university libraries of the tri-state area
were scarce or non-existent. In spite of the growing visibility of Dominicans in New York,
the special needs of this population were inadequately served by public library collections.
The New York Public Library had some sources relating to the history of the Dominican
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Republic, yet these materials were dispersed throughout several branches. Notable holdings also existed in private institutions such as Columbia University and New York University, but these were practically inaccessible due to restrictive policies. These materials
were only available to people affiliated to these institutions such as faculty, students and
staff as well as "Friends of the Library" who could afford to pay high annual registration
fees. The creation of the CUNY Dominican Studies Institute in 1992 began to address
this dearth of information by producing and publishing research on Dominicans. Subsequently, CUNY DSI gave birth to the Dominican Library in 1994 and the Dominican
Archives in 2002.
There were several events that took place prior to 1992that culminated in the founding of the CUNY DSI. In the late 1980s, the Council of Dominican Educators (an independent, grass-roots volunteer group of teachers and instructor-activists from throughout
the different Dominican communities of New York City) began a dialogue about the
need of an academic institution committed to fostering Dominican studies. At the time
of the Institute's founding in 1992, peoples of color found themselves embroiled in a
struggle with law enforcement and the Dominican community was no exception. As a
result of Ronald Reagan's war on drugs in the 1980s,communities of color in urban cities
were vilified in the media. U.S. media outlets such as The New York Times and The New
York Post depicted Dominicans as thugs, thieves, and drug lords. 14 Dominican activists,
predominantly those who worked in educational settings, understood that Dominicans
needed an academic space to produce, preserve and disseminate information pertinent
their population and culture in the same manner as African Americans, Mexicans and
Puerto Ricans had previously done.
In January 1932,the George Cleveland Hall Branch Library opened its doors, marking the first time a Chicago Public Library opened in a predominantly African American
neighborhood. Vivian Gordon Harsh, who had been a branch librarian since 1924,became
both the first African American branch head and the first director of the George Cleveland
Hall Branch. 15 Not to be outdone, New York City's vibrant African American population
brought about the creation of the Division of Negro Literature, History and Prints that
opened in 1925. Currently, this important repository is known as the New York Public
Library's Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture and houses more than ten
million items in its five divisions that include an archive, arts and artifacts division, and
a division devoted to moving images and recorded sound, among others.
In similar fashion, Latin American communities in the United States have followed
in the footsteps of their African American brothers and sisters and have established their
own repositories. The legacy of Latino/Hispanic immigrants is not housed in one, but
in multiple repositories. Since Mexicans comprise the largest Latino/Hispanic group in
the United States, there are multiple libraries and repositories that document the experience of Mexicans, Mexican Americans and Chicanos in the United States including the
Chicano Studies Research Center at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)
and Mexican American Collection at Stanford University, among others. The Cuban Heritage Collection at the University of Miami is the most extensive repository dedicated to
documenting the experience of Cubans and Cuban Americans, containing both primary
and secondary sources.
The CUNY Dominican Studies Institute began as a pilot project in 1992with a planning grant made available by the City University of New York. By 1994, CUNY OSI had
met the conditions required by the CUNY Board of Trustees to approve it unanimously
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as an integral component of the City University of New York., Dr. Silvio Torres-Saillant
was appointed as its first director. This milestone marks the official "birth" of the CUNY
Dominican Studies Institute as we know it today. At the time, there were some information resources available related to Dominicans located in the two small offices assigned
to the Institute. The materials were scattered inside file cabinets or in shelves with no
organization. In the process of organizing these materials, a Word Perfect "catalog" listing
the available sources was prepared. At the same time, after much lobbying, the City College administration assigned a larger space for the Dominican Studies Institute and as
of today this constitutes the main offices of the Institute but within a much more expanded
space.
The library opened "officially" in April 1994 sharing the same office space as the
Institute, featuring a seminal collection of books that belonged to CUNY DSI's founding
director. Nearly a year later in March 1995, letters were mailed requesting donations to
the Council of Dominican Educators, the academic community, community organizations, and individuals whose research dealt with Dominicans in the United States.
Since the collection did not exist before, there was no work plan initially and no
written policy defining its scope, content, and purpose. A core collection was assembled
representing the basic works of Dominican studies with donated materials. The materials
were donated by Dr. Silvio Torres-Saillant, Dr. Ramona Hernandez, Dr. Daisy Cocco De
Filippis, Dr. Franklin Gutierrez, Ana Garcia-Reyes, and Anthony Stevens-Acevedo, to
mention a few. Sister institutions were visited for advice and mentorship. Nelida Perez,
former Director of the Library and Archives from Centro de Estudios Puertorriqueiios,
was of tremendous help and a mentor as well as Judith Selakoff from the Library for
Caribbean Research at the Research Institute for the Study of Man in New York City.
By this time, there were very limited personnel working at the Dominican Studies
Institute and the work had to be divided between administrative and library duties. The
Institute was able to hire students to assist in the day-to-day operations. Gradually, while
supported all along by book donations from the Dominican community and from scholars, the library started to attract the attention of visitors from throughout CUNY, the
community at large, local and out-of-state colleges and universities, and researchers from
several parts of the world. Soon, the library became a central component of the Dominican Studies Institute and required special attention.

A Time for Transition
After securing a permanent director line for the Institute, Dr. Torres-Saillant left to
head the Latino-Latin American Studies Program at Syracuse University. In 2002, Dr.
Ramona Hernandez assumed the position of director. The first major step was to physically separate the library from the main office. With all the donations that the library
had received as well as the increase in visitors, the library had already outgrown the space
shared with the office. Through her lobbying of the college's administration, Dr. Hernandez was able to secure more space across the main Institute's office and the library moved
there temporarily. After negotiations with the main library of the College, the Dominican
Library relocated to a space on Cohen Library's first floor. The Institute was able to secure
for a dedicated staff for its library for the first time.

The CUNY Dominican Studies Institute Library (Aponte & Santana)

189

The Library as an "Independent"Entity
In the new temporary space, the Library began its outreach to New York City public
schools, establishing successful relationships and conducting workshops with students
as well as with teachers. But again, the Library continued to outgrow its own temporary
space and visitors complained that it was located in a very difficult to find area (it was
literally in the basement of the Cohen Library, one flight below the main entrance). Meanwhile, the Institute had hired a highly specialized and recognized archivist, Idilio Gracia
Pena and with his leadership, the Archives was established. By the end of 2004, after
much lobbying, the Institute was able to secure a grant from the New York City Council
to build a space for the Archives and the Library adjacent to the Cohen Library. In May
2006, the Library moved from the first floor or "basement" to the main floor of the Cohen
Library and continued to function there until the construction of the new facility began.
Due to a lack of any alternate space available, all the collections and equipment of the
Dominican Library had to be stored while the construction was completed, and for the
first time since its inception, it remained dosed until the inauguration of the new facilities.

From an In-House CatalogSystem to WorldCat
Before sharing information about the new state of the art space of the Dominican
Library inaugurated in December 2008, it may be useful to discuss changes in the library's
catalog since the creation of the Word Perfect "catalog" in 1994. Dr. Frank Moya Pons, a
well-known Dominican historian, worked as Director of Research at CUNY OSI since
its inception to the late 1990s.He recommended a more user-friendly method that allowed
sharing the in-house database with our users. The Word Perfect document was transferred
to ProCite, a software tool that organized the materials in separate bibliographic entries.
The holdings were in a more organized format but were not available via a web-based
library system. Researchers who were unable to visit did not know the richness of the
collection. In order to discover specifics of the collection, they had to contact library
staff to obtain customized lists of Dominican Library resources. Library staff spent countless hours preparing and organizing bibliographies dealing with specific topics for
researchers.
The date the collection listing was transferred from ProCite to a web-based SQL
server database was celebrated as a milestone in the history of the Dominican Library.
Still, this catalog could only be searched by entering the Dominican Studies Institute
website directly. Dominican Library holdings were not findable in the WorldCat database.
It was therefore critical to integrate our holdings into WorldCat.
In 2009, the City College Library (under the guidance of former Chief Librarian,
Pamela Gillespie) recognized the need for parity and for the Dominican Library collection
to be more visible. The Library agreed to facilitate the creation of a location code so that
the name of the Dominican Studies Institute appeared next to our holdings in CUNY
Plus, the CUNY Libraries system catalog. The old catalog was transferred so the holdings
became visible in the WorldCat/ CUNY Plus system. Participating in these shared systems
made our holdings more broadly accessible and made our library operations more
efficient. Library holdings have developed over the years from a core collection to a
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comprehensive research collection of Dominican-related books, manuscripts, doctoral
dissertations, newspaper clippings, audiovisual resources and other materials. The library
has been transformed from a local resource to a recognized international resource.

Dominican Library Users
Since the Dominican Library is based inside a university, the majority of users are
people affiliated with academia: undergraduate and graduate students, professors, and
researchers who conduct research in anything that encompasses Dominican studies. Dissimilar from other libraries within the CUNY system and most academic libraries, the
Dominican Library distinguishes itself in that it is accessible to people not affiliated with
the university; making it conveniently available to those who live in the community
where the college is situated. The library is strategically located in the storied neighborhood of Harlem, which includes a sizable Dominican population; it is also adjacent to
Washington Heights, the neighborhood with the most vibrant Dominican presence in
the United States; and lastly, this unique reference library is less than 10 minutes away
from the Bronx, the New York City borough with the largest population tracing their
ancestry to the Dominican Republic.
In the year of 2010, the Dominican population in the U.S. approximated 1.5 million
and New York is home to 604,844 people of Dominican ancestry.' 6 Similar to public
libraries, this specialized Dominican library is accessible to the public, so long as users
present valid state identification to security upon entering the building. The library continues to attract local community members and seasoned researchers from around the
world. In addition, it welcomes researchers who visit from the Dominican Republic,
often frustrated by the lack of information on U.S. Dominicans in the country's libraries.
The library is open to the general public, not just academics. We do not have to worry
like Virginia Woolf did in her book A Room of Ones Own when she complained about
being denied entrance to the Library: "I had no wish to enter had I the right, and this
time the verger might have stopped me, demanding perhaps my baptismal certificate, or
a letter of introduction from the Dean:•11
The Dominican Library has a long-lasting interaction with the Dominican community. It has contributed towards enriching the nation's historical heritage through its bibliographical documentation of a very pronounced segment of society. The CUNY DSI
Library's commitment to community service is carried out mostly through its collaboration with public schools and community-based, non-for-profit service and cultural
organizations. Through its partnership with school teachers, school groups regularly visit
the exhibits and workshops organized by the Library on various Dominican topics. The
exhibits themselves, besides the in-house produced ones, are often co-sponsored with artists, scholars, and institutions both from the U.S. as well as from the Dominican Republic.
As a haven for rare books and other materials, the Dominican Library houses bibliographical sources that are nearly impossible to acquire because so few original copies
exist. The library houses several books that were published prior to the 1960s; including
rare books that date back to the nineteenth century. It contains an increasingly bilingual
collection of books, manuscripts, doctoral dissertations, academic publications, newspaper clippings, audiovisual resources and other publications on matters relating to the
Dominican community.
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Since the CUNY OSI Library came formally into existence, it has distinguished itself
for its highly specialized collection. Its national visibility continues to grow and the
library has become the mecca of Dominican studies in the United States. As the only
collection of its kind in the United States, it is filling a significant gap in information
services to Dominicans and others studying the Dominican experience. Throughout the
years, the Library has received acknowledgments in multiple publications, including
books and journal articles.
The CUNY OSI Library's main tool to evaluate the effectiveness of its work and its
impact in meeting the needs of its audiences has been, so far, the direct response from
its patrons, written and oral, or follow-ups to our regular service as well as to our workshops, exhibits, and co-sponsoring and co-hosting of events. Through this direct feedback
the library learns about what the special needs of its patrons are. Overall, the main finding
from this user-input throughout the years has been the need for expanded library hours
and for on-site research technology and tools. The best ways the library has been able
to effectively respond to these needs has been the approval of additional staff, as well as
the much improved premises constructed in 2008 with New York City Council capital
funds.

Digital Library Initiatives
The Dominican Library has teamed up with numerous digital resources, such as the
CUNY Academic Works, the ARTstor/Shared Shelf Digital Library and the Digital Public
Library of America to digitize and make the Library's materials even more accessible.
CUNY Academic Works is CUNY's open access institutional repository. The
Dominican Library's involvement with CUNY Academic Works has resulted in a massive
broadening of the scope through which the Institute's publications and exhibits can be
accessed online. From August to December of 2015, CUNY OSI publications have been
downloaded by over fifty-nine institutions including various U.S. government agencies
(Department of Veterans Affairs, The City of New York and the NYC Housing Authority),
not to mention commercial entities like Al Jazeera America LLC, Shock Hardy & Bacon,
and the Aga Khan Foundation. The highest number of downloads resulted from educational institutions. While most of the downloads are from the United States (348), OSI
publications have been also downloaded from twenty-nine different countries from
around the world.
Most of this information may be hosted on external websites, yet they link back to
the DSI's main page, giving researchers easy access to information about the Institute
itself. Compared to other services, CUNY Academic Works brings a massive benefit in
that any uploaded publication is easily discoverable, whether it be through a Google
search, via the CUNY OneSearch catalog, or even by means of the Wor/dCatdatabase.
CUNY OSI is the first, and so far, the only CUNY research institute with a prominent
presence in CUNY Academic Works.18
The ARTstor Digital Library enhances scholarship and teaching through the use of
digital images and media. Similar to the JSTOR database, ARTstor provides digital collections online. Shared Shelf is an open source component that allows access to those
that do not have a subscription to the database. So far, the Dominican Library has used
both Shared Shelf and ARTstor to showcase photos belonging to the First Blacks in the
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Americas Project, a CUNY OSI online platform focusing on the history of the early
inhabitants of African ancestry of today's Dominican Republic. The library is steadily
expanding on the First Blacks ARTstor/Shared Shelf project, constantly adding new content. In the near future we plan on introducing a second digital project based on the history of Dominican artists in the United States. CUNY OSI is the first and only CUNY
research institute to have its collection on this prestigious database. 19
The Dominican Library has also managed to make the content of the First Blacks
in the Americas available through the Digital Public Library of America (DPLA). The
DPLA helps unify materials of libraries, archives, and museums and makes them freely
available to anyone in the world. As of now, the DPLA contains the same content found
on ARTstor.20

Key Challenges for the Dominican Library
The Dominican Library has several key challenges, the most crucial being funding
and space. Like any library housed in a public institution of higher education, the Dominican Library is dependent on government funding. Funding for most departments,
research centers, and institutes has been cut drastically. Over the years university departments have disappeared or have been reduced to programs. Space is another challenge
that CUNY OSI Library faces since donations of books and other materials have drastically increased over the years. In addition, the demands from the student body as well
as the community are increasing at an unparalelled pace. Regularly, CUNY DSI faculty
and staff are approached by members of the community to host events such as book presentations, lectures and meetings at our premises. Due to the limited space and dedicated
personnel, CUNY DSI is unable to host these events.

Conclusion
Since its beginnings in 1994 as a spontaneously assembled collection of books created
to respond to an immediate demand for bibliographic resources on the part of researchers,
students and members of the public following the events of the recently established
CUNY Dominican Studies Institute, the Dominican Library, with the support of the City
University of New York and the community that buttressed the founding of CUNY DSI,
has made strides in becoming a full-fledged, firmly established research entity that
uniquely combines the service to the scholarly constituency and the public at large interested in the latest scholarship about Dominicans, their society, history, and culture.

Appendix
The CUNY OSI has received credit in various publications attesting to the success
of our effort to serve the academic community. Below a list of publications that acknowledge CUNY DSI since its inception:
Alvarez Lopez, Luis. Dieciseis conclusiones Jundamentales sobre la anexion y la
guerra de la restauracion (1861-1865). Santo Domingo: Editorial Argos, 2005.
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Paulino, Edward. "Birth of an Archives:• New YorkArchives. Vol. 3, no. 3 (Winter
2004): 6-7.
Paulino, Edward. Dividing Hispaniola:The Dominican Republic'sBorder Campaign Against Haiti, 1930-1961.Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburg Press, 2016.
Pessar, Patricia. A Visafor a Dream: Dominicans in the United States. Boston:
Allyn and Bacon, 1995.
Pita, Marianne D., and Sharon Utakis. "Educational Policy for the Transnational
Dominican Community:' Journalof Language,Identity, and Education.Vol. 1, no. 4
(2002): 317-328.
Pon, Michael. The Strongbox.CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform:
2015.
Reyes-Santos, Alai. Our CaribbeanKin: Race and Nation in the NeoliberalAntilles.
New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 2015.
Rivera, Carmen. To Catch the Lightningand the Downfall of Rafael Trujillo.South
Gate, CA: NoPassport Press, 2015.
Rodriguez de Leon, Francisco. Elfurioso merenguede/ norte: Una historia de la
comunidad dominicana en los Estados Unidos.New York: Editorial Sitel, 1998.
Rodriguez Guglielmoni, Linda M., and Miriam M. Gonzalez Hernandez, eds.

En/aces:Transnacionalidad-el Caribey su diaspora-lengua, literaturay cultura en Los
alboresdel sigloXXI: 7ma ConferenciaInternacionalde Escritorasy CriticosLiterarios
del Caribe.New York: Latino Press, 2000.
Rosario-Andujar, Julio. "Felisberto Hernandez y el pensamiento filos6fico. Series:
Wor(l)ds of Change: Latin American and Iberian Literature:• Vol. 43. New York: Peter
Lang, 1999.
Roth, Wendy. RaceMigration:Latinos and the Cultural Transformationof Race.
Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2012.
Santana, Jocelyn. Dominican Dream, American Reality. New York: Jocelyn Santana, 2006.
Sellers, Julie A. Merengueand Dominican Identity: Music as National Unifier.Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 2004.
Snyder, Robert W. CrossingBroadway:WashingtonHeights and the Promiseof
New York City. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2014.
Suarez, Lucia M. The Tearsof Hispaniola:Haitian and Dominican DiasporaMemory. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2006.
Sunshine, Catherine, and Deborah Menkart, ed. CaribbeanConnections:Moving
North. Washington, D.C.: Network of Educators on the Americas, 1998.
Torres-Saillant, Silvio. An IntellectualHistory of the Caribbean.Series:New Directions in Latino American Cultures.New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006.
United Way of New York City. NeighborhoodProfile.No. 5 Washington
Heights/Inwood Manhattan Community Disctrict 12. New York: United Way of New
York City, 1994.
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